GROUP HEALTH COOPERATIVE 

Application for Research Access to Group Health Pathology Specimens 
Group Health Research Institute (GHRI) oversees release of Group Health clinical pathology slides and specimens from 1992-present for research purposes. Priority is given to studies that will advance translational research in cancers and other disease, have long-term potential to transform health care, and involve an investigator from Group Health as Principal Investigator (PI) or as a collaborator. Investigators are responsible for costs associated with pulling slides and blocks, printing pathology reports, medical record abstraction, re-filing specimens, and shipping.  
Overview of Pathology Library Review Process:

1.  
Clinical studies do not require this process (See below)

2.  
Studies that don’t already have patient consents or studies that involve patient contact first go through Group Health Feasibility Review (see below).
3.  
Investigator e-mails application (below) to pathologylibrary@ghc.org, including:
a.  The application form 

b.  Copy of the approved IRB application 

4.         Investigator and GHRI Library Manager agree on the scope of work, budget, and billing set-up.
5.         Prior to release of slides or blocks, Pathology Library will receive:


            a.  Copies of signed consent forms and/or an IRB approved waiver of consent 

  
            b.  For studies without patient consent, a Material transfer agreement (MTA) may be needed
6. 
Scope of work is completed and all agreed upon slides and/or tissue blocks are returned to GHRI.
Clinical Studies:

Requests for specimens to inform current clinical care of a patient do not require research review, even if they are part of a research clinical trial. These requests should be made directly to the Pathology Laboratory:


Rhiannon Shehi, Anatomic Pathology Laboratory


Shehi.r@ghc.org  ~  (206) 326-3363
Studies requiring Feasibility Review:
Research without a signed consent form must first undergo feasibility review, and then through Pathology review, and also potentially GHRI IRB review. Priority is given to studies that will advance translational research in cancers and other disease, have long-term potential to transform health care, and involve an investigator from Group Health as Principal Investigator (PI) or as a collaborator.  

Peggy Tobin, Feasibility Review

tobin.p@ghc.org  ~  (206) 287-2719

Studies ready to request pathology specimens:

Please complete the Pathology Library Application below and e-mail it to 

pathologylibrary@ghc.org
A member of the Pathology Library team will contact you within 48 hours upon receipt of your e-mail request. 
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APPLICATION FOR RESEARCH ACCESS TO GROUP HEALTH PATHOLOGY SPECIMENS 

	PROJECT TITLE

     

	INVESTIGATOR NAME, TITLE & POSITION 
     

	Investigator Contact Information
INSTITUTION                            
DEPARTMENT                          
ADDRESS                                 
CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE          
TELEPHONE         
E-MAIL                   
FAX                        
 

	Contact person if different from above:
NAME                      


TELEPHONE          


E-MAIL                    

	Key personnel and any other collaborators who will have access to these specimens.  Please include name and primary affiliation:        



SPECIMEN DESCRIPTION AND CRITERIA  
1.
Are your eligible patients already identified? 

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

2.
Are the specific slides/blocks you want already identified? 
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 
     
3.
Has written consent for clinical sample review/analysis been obtained? 
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

4. Does your study require slide review prior to receiving blocks? Slides bay released for review with return required.  If you wish to keep slides, you must pay to have new slides sectioned from the existing blocks.  GHRI Pathology library does not release H&E slides and blocks together.
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

5. Do you plan to return blocks with unused tissue? Surgical blocks may be released for sectioning with or without return required, depending on factors such as age of the specimen, patient enrollment status, and amount of tissue available.  
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

6. Does your study require pathology reports to be printed?
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

7.  
Does your study require any other chart abstraction?  If so please describe briefly.

Yes FORMCHECKBOX 


No FORMCHECKBOX 

     
8.  
Scope of Tissue Requested 
	Number of GHC participants
	

	Organ/site
	

	Histologic type/Diagnosis
	

	Benign or malignant?
	

	If malignant, do you require malignant and normal (adjacent) tissue from the same patient?
	 Yes:  FORMCHECKBOX 
       No:  FORMCHECKBOX 


	If malignant, how many blocks per patient are needed from:
	

	          primary tumor
	

	          metastatic site
	

	          Both
	

	Other (describe)

	


9.  Please describe your proposed flow of work.  
Hypothetical Example: 

1. Requestor sends GHRI a list of consumer numbers and accession numbers.  
2. GHRI sends H&E slides for review along with printed pathology reports.  
3. Slides are returned along with an electronic list of requested blocks.  

4. GHRI pulls requested blocks for pick up by courier.  

5. Unused blocks are returned within 30 days.
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